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“Election – Comfort and Motivation”      Text – Ephesians 1:11        OT Reading – 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It can no longer be avoided.  Any hesitation we might have needs to end now.  It is time for us to talk about the E-word.  

As we continue our journey through the Canons of Dort, we come now to a section of articles that have to do with, dare I say it aloud?, Election.  
The truth is, you see, that for many Christians the E-word is the equivalent of theological swearing.  
You might meet other believers who love the Lord Jesus Christ with a passion; who are His dedicated servants.  But if you mention the E-word, you will soon find yourself on the defensive or looked at as one of those odd Christians who holds to Election – that doctrine.  
And I am sure many of you know what I am talking about.
Now, as an example of this, I want to read you a quote.  It doesn’t matter who it is from, but I read it so you can see that I am not making this up, and to show you why this is a serious matter that we cannot avoid or ignore.  It has serious implications, whatever view on it you take.  
In addition, as those who do hold to the doctrine of election, we must ask ourselves if the accusations levelled in this quote might be true.  
So, here is the quote (And the author describes those who hold to election as Calvinists after John Calvin, the Reformation theologian):

Of God’s sovereignty, the author says, “The Calvinist knows little else.  John MacArthur Jr. calls Calvinism ‘the branch of Christianity most strongly committed to the sovereignty of God.’  Another Calvinist writes, ‘The all-out emphasis on the almighty sovereignty of Jehovah God is the truth and beauty of Calvinism.’  Another declares, ‘Only the Calvinist … recognizes God’s absolute sovereignty.’ … But where is God’s love?  Not once in the nearly 1300 pages of his Institutes does Calvin extol God’s love for mankind.  This one-sided emphasis reveals Calvinism’s primary defect: the unbiblical limitations it places upon God’s most glorious attribute.  How could God, who is love, damn billions He could save?  That isn’t explained.  Something is radically amiss at the very foundation of this unbiblical doctrine.  Calvinists exult in a ‘sovereignty’ that has chosen a select group alone to salvation and predestined the rest of mankind to eternal torment … missing is Paul’s concern for the lost.”
So, the accusations levelled against a sovereign election are that they ignore or downplay God’s love in favour of His sovereignty, that they have no answer for why God does not save all when He could, and that they have little or no concern for the lost.  
Thus, we shall have to reflect on these accusations if we are to be honest.
First of all, however, we must consider the doctrine itself.  Does the Bible teach election?  And if so, what is it, and what is its basis?  And also, if the Bible does teach election, is it intended to give us a biblical headache or could it serve a far more noble and glorious purpose?
Well, we turn our attention to Ephesians 1:11 then, where we find that 

the Apostle anchors the believer’s comfort in the God of sovereign election.  

We will begin with that verse, which is a sovereignty verse, before we step back to consider some sovereignty verses, and then end by considering the election context.  Those will be our three points then – A sovereignty verse, some sovereignty verses, and the election context.
Firstly then, this sovereignty verse.

1. Now, when we looked at Ephesians 1 together, some four years ago now, we described vv3-14 as a salvation song.  
a. And we noted that if this song was ever to fall into the hands of someone who writes slogans for advertisements, right here at the beginning of v11, they would say, “But wait!  There’s more.”  
i. And that is because, despite having already described the extraordinary benefits of our salvation, three times, in the next three verses, Paul uses a little Greek word that translates as ‘also.’  Now, it doesn’t make it into our versions at the end of v13, but it is there in the Greek.  
A. So, “In Him you were ALSO chosen,” and “you ALSO were included,” and “you were marked in Him [ALSO] with a seal.”  
B. These verses, then, are Paul’s “ALSO” blessing – the ‘But wait!  There’s more!’ section of this magnificent salvation song.
b. Now, we will return to look at the context of v11 later on.  So let’s keep our focus as narrow as possible for now.  V11 begins, “In Him we were also chosen.”  
i. And the Greek word translated here as ‘chosen’ really has in view a little more than a simple choice.  One Greek dictionary explains it like this: “Literally to choose by lot or to obtain an inheritance, or to be appointed as heir.  
A. And that’s why other English versions do not have “we were also chosen,” but “we have also obtained an inheritance.” 
B.  So, to capture this fullness of meaning, we could say, ‘We were also chosen to obtain an inheritance,” which reveals what the purpose of the choosing is.  
C. And that inheritance idea then points us forward to v14, which talks about the inheritance that awaits us in the glories of heaven.  
1) It is that glorious inheritance that we have been chosen for.  
2) But we will return to the matter of choosing or election later on.  
c. Let’s see now, though, as we continue with the verse, that it goes on to speak about the ground or the basis or the foundation of that choosing to obtain an inheritance.  Why have we been chosen to obtained this inheritance?  Why is there a place in heaven that is reserved for believers?  And Paul is plain with this: “Having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will.”
i. Now, more Greek, if you will bear with me.  The word translated as ‘predestined’ is pro-oristho.  
A. And pro simply means before and oristho means to decide or appoint or mark off.  
B. And it is always translated as ‘predestined’ in the NT.  
1) And you boys and girls can hear part of the word ‘destiny’ or ‘destination’ in predestined.  And destiny and destination have in view the end place – the place where we end up – the place we get to at the end of the journey.  And so, what this word speaks about is a destination that is decided beforehand.  Most often, when you go on a journey in the car, you don’t just jump in and see where it goes.  You make a decision to go to Pak-N-Save, for example.  And so, when you get to Pak-N-Save, it is because it was predestined – decided beforehand.  
C. Thus, Paul is saying, believers will get to the place where they may enjoy their inheritance.  And they will arrive there because this has been decided beforehand.  
d. So, now the vital question – who decides?  
i. And I think you will agree that there is no room for doubt in this verse.  Paul writes this letter to the saints in Ephesus – the believers.  And because His letter is Scripture, it is written to every believer.  Thus, believers are the ‘we’ at the beginning of v11.  
A. But as you can see, the ‘we’ in this verse do nothing.  Everything in this verse is done to the ‘we.’  
1) “We were also chosen.”  We were “predestined.”  
2) And it was according to the plan of “Him,” God, “who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will.”  
3) And v12 goes on to show us that the purpose for this is “the praise of HIS glory.”  
B. It is all of God.  
1) This verse, among others, forces us to acknowledge that all things flow out of God’s decree – He “works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will.”  
2) And that is why we have described this verse, today, as a sovereignty verse.  “Everything” must surely mean “everything.”
e. Now, it is important that we explore God’s sovereignty not just in terms of this one verse.  But before we do that, we have said nothing about two extraordinary words in this verse – the first two: “In Him.”  
i. Brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, as believers, we may never think of ourselves or those things God has done for us and to us and in us and through us apart from Jesus Christ.  
A. And I would encourage you to read through Ephesians and just count how often Paul makes this point.  It is consistently “in Christ” and “with Christ” and “In Him” and “with Him” and “through Jesus” and “by Jesus.”  Over 30 times, from memory, a phrase like this is used.  
B. In this whole matter of election and salvation, as we shall see later on, it is a salvation in Christ.  At the moment of your salvation, you are united with Christ – inseparably joined to Him.  
C. Thus, when God looks at you, each day, struggling in your relationships, continuing to wrestle with those besetting sins that you can’t seem to get rid of, finding it hard to pray because of doubt, do you know who He sees?  Jesus.  
1) And Jesus is His only begotten Son, whom He loves.  
2) And your life is hidden in Jesus as Col. 3:3 says, and Jesus lives in you as Gal. 2:20 says.  
a) Do you think there is any chance that God could look at you and not see Jesus?  No.  
D. This is why, then, biblically, it is so unhelpful to locate the basis of our salvation in ourselves in any way, shape or form.  
1) You must see that the basis of your salvation is God’s will in Christ.  
a) And you must see this because when the storms of doubt and temptation come, God’s will in Christ is an unshakeable anchor, while your choice is the flimsiest feather.  
The E-word, Election, is intended by God not to be a problem, but a source of unspeakable comfort!
Well, in order to be thorough then, let’s move away from this sovereignty verse, to consider some sovereignty verses.  We have seen the word ‘everything’ in v11, but let’s see that that word ‘everything’ means everything.
1. First of all then, turn with me please to Genesis 45:5.  And I am sure you boys and girls will remember this story well.  It is the story of when Joseph revealed himself to his brothers in Egypt.  They had sold him into slavery, but he had risen to become No. 2 in the land!  And his brothers came to Egypt to buy grain.  And Joseph kept his identity secret for a while, but as v1 says, “He could no longer control himself,” and he said, “I am Joseph!” in v3.  
a. Well, as you can imagine, his brothers were shocked and rather scared.  After all, what they had done to him was a terrible thing.  It was exceedingly sinful.  But look what Joseph says to them in v5, “And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.”  
b. And then, skip over to 50:20.  There Joseph says again, “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”  
i. And what we see here, and what we will see in the next two passages of the Bible we look at, is what we call compatibilism.  
A. As we have seen already in this sermon series, what the Bible teaches is that God is absolutely sovereign.  But the Bible also teaches that man has a free-will and is fully responsible for his actions and choices.  
1) Now, for some, this is a contradiction.  But when you understand that the human realm and God’s Divine plan are the two chords that run through the strand of history, you see that believing in these two things is not contradictory but compatible.  They work together.  
B. So, as one commentator says, “One sinful action is in view: Joseph’s brothers meant their actions for evil.  But in direct parallel, God meant the same action for good.  Due to the intention of the hearts of Joseph’s brothers, the action in the human realm was evil.  The very same action as part of God’s eternal decree was meant for good, for by it God brought about His purpose and plan [to save many lives].  One action, two intentions, compatible in all things.  Joseph’s brothers were accountable for their intentions; God is to be glorified for His.”  
1) What we see here then is God’s sovereignty over everything right alongside man’s free-will and responsibility. 
2. But perhaps the clearest picture of this compatibilism can be seen in Isaiah 10:5-7.  Turn there next please.  Here, God speaks words of judgment against Assyria.  
a. From v5, “Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath!  I send him against a godless nation, I dispatch him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and snatch plunder, and to trample them down like mud in the streets.”  
i. God had appointed Assyria to bring judgment upon Israel.  Assyria did what God decreed and accomplished God’s purposes.  
b. And yet, v7 continues, “But this is not what he intends, this is not what he has in mind; his purpose is to destroy, to put an end to many nations.”  
i. You see, the Assyrian king was an idolater who spared no thought for the true God in all this.  He was simply interested in conquering another country.  
ii. And so, God holds Assyria accountable for her intentions, and she is judged, accordingly, even though she did what God predestined them to do.  
c. Here too, then, we see compatibilism – God’s sovereignty over everything right alongside man’s free-will and responsibility.
3. And lastly, in this connection, turn also to Acts 4:27-28.  

a. In v27, Peter is praying to God.  He says, “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.”  
i. Again, an act of free-will, for which, they are clearly responsible.  
b. But Peter continues, “They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen.”  
i. Even the crucifixion of Jesus occurred according to God’s eternal plan and purpose.  
c. And I trust you will agree that God’s good, loving, saving plan for mankind was seen at its brightest when Jesus was placed on the cross by the sin of Herod and Pilate and those Jews that crucified Him.  
i. The certainty of the cross, which was necessary for you and I to be saved, never depended on man’s choice.  It happened according to the predestined plan of God and is therefore completely to His honour and glory.  
A. Again then, compatibilism.  Here too, we see God’s sovereignty over everything right alongside man’s free-will and responsibility.
Congregation, God is the creator of all things and is sovereign over all things that occur.  And everything He does, He does for His glory and “for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”  
We simply must acknowledge that at the foundation of everything rests God’s sovereign decree.  It is the Bible that requires us to acknowledge this.  
There is no random.  There is no chance.  There is no fate.  There is no good luck or bad luck.  Your life and your health and your spiritual well-being are in the hands of your sovereign God, who sees you in Jesus Christ!  
Well, all that remains is for us to see where election fits into all of this.  And so, we turn our attention back to Ephesians 1 where we see the election context.

1. Last Sunday, we spent some time in Romans 9, which is a crucial chapter in this whole matter.  And we read there those very plain words, “God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”  
a. And we saw, as we considered those words, that this in no way, shape or form excuses man from his responsibility.  When the unbeliever stands before God on Judgment Day, he will know Himself to be guilty of rejecting Jesus Christ.  
b. But Romans 9 is equally clear that in relation to those who do embrace Jesus Christ, “It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy.”  
i. Salvation is by grace alone.  It is the gift of God that He works in the unbeliever’s heart, creating life where there was only death.  
2. And as we see here in Ephesians 1:4-6, he works it in the hearts of those He has chosen or elected in Jesus Christ.  “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His sight.  In love  He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will--  to the praise of his glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves.”
a. And so, in these verses, we see the One who does the choosing – God, we see the one in whom and through whom the choosing is done – Jesus Christ, we see when this choosing was done – before the creation of the world, we see the result of this choosing – becoming holy and blameless, we see what those chosen become – His adopted sons, and we see the basis of this choosing – His pleasure and will and glory.  It is all there, and it is so plain and magnificent!  
b. Now, we will come back to the basis of this election at a later date.  But let’s note two things here, very briefly.  
i. First, as we have already seen today, because God is sovereign in everything, He must be an electing God.  
A. Salvation cannot be left in the lap of man.  It too must be grounded in God’s will and purpose.  And it is, just as is stated here quite plainly.  
ii. But note also that believers are chosen “TO BE holy and blameless.”  
A. They were not chosen because they were holy and blameless or because God foresaw that they would be holy and blameless.  It is an election unto the state of holiness.  
1) Election has its beginning point solely in God, not in something he foresaw that man would one day do.
c. I trust you can see, then, that the God of the Bible is a God of election.  But I trust you can see also, though, that we must acknowledge the other side of this doctrine.  

i. We see in the Bible and we know from our own experience that not everybody comes to faith in Jesus Christ.  Many reject Him their whole life through.  
ii. And so, because the Bible tells us that every single human being is a sinner who deserves only the fires of hell, if, as we have seen, God elects some to salvation, it follows that He leaves the rest to the damnation that they and you and I deserve.  
iii. And so, it is the Word of God that leads us to agree with what we read here in Canons 1:7, 
“Election is the unchangeable purpose of God whereby, before the foundation of the world, out of the whole human race, which had fallen by its own fault out of its original integrity into sin and perdition, he has, according to the sovereign good pleasure of his will, out of mere grace, chosen in Christ to salvation a definite number of specific persons, neither better nor more worthy than others, but involved together with them in a common misery.”
And this, brothers and sisters, young people, and boys and girls, is the truth of the Bible.  It is a deeply humbling truth.  
Listen to these words from 1 Corinthians 1:31: “It is because of [God] that you are in Christ Jesus … Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."”  
It is all glory to God.  It is all praise to God.  It is all thanks to God.  
And it means that your salvation depends, not on you, but on God.  
Oh, what unspeakable comfort this is!!
But it is also a motivating truth.  
I began the sermon with a long quote from someone who believes that those who hold to election overemphasize God’s sovereignty at the expense of His love.  But when I gave you that long list of the things we see in Ephesians 1:4-6, I missed something.  Did you notice that?  I said nothing about the motivation for God’s electing choice.  And it is there at the end of v4, “In love He predestined us…”  In love.  
Election is no cosmic dice rolling – 4 and over, you’re in, 3 and below, you’re out!.  
Election is God choosing a bride for the Son He loves.  
Election is the expression of God’s love for Jesus.  
Election is God’s love for you, in Christ, and unto salvation.  
And it is His love for you despite you deserving hell.  
And I know that not all of our questions in relation to election are answered by the Bible.  But please, let this be the question that motivates your response to your election – why has God loved me and chosen me in Christ?  
And then let the fact that you have been chosen to be holy and blameless motivate you to be holy and blameless, because that is what you are in Christ Jesus!  
And finally, let this motivate you to share this glorious gospel with others.  
Today, God has made known His electing love to you.  Hallelujah!  
But His love also has in view others who are out there who need to hear the gospel.  
And He wants to reveal His love through your sharing of the gospel.  That is His chosen method.  
So go, therefore, and make disciples!

Congregation, the E-word is not theological swearing.  Election provides unspeakable comfort for believers and a powerful motivation for evangelism.  
May our God be glorified through Christ our Saviour.  Amen.

